
DEFINITIONS OF DNA TABLE 

MATERNAL TRAITS 

BIRTH WEIGHT (BWT): Variation in birth weight a heifer or bull will pass along to its offspring. 

CALVING EASE DIRECT (CED): Percentage of unassisted births, indicating greater probability that a calf 
will be born unassisted out of a first calf heifer. The higher Igenity score will indicate a greater percentage 
increase in the calving ease direct.  

CALVING EASE MATERNAL (CEM): The probability that a first calf heifer will calve unassisted. The high-
er Igenity score will indicate a greater percentage in the calving ease maternal.  

DOCILITY (DOC): The animal’s genetic potential to be calm or have calm offspring. The higher Igenity 
score will indicate a greater percentage of calves with acceptable disposition.  

HEIFER PREGNANCY RATE (HPR/HPRG): A heifer’s chance of conceiving over a normal breeding sea-
son. A higher value is desired.  

MILK: Indicated as pounds of calf weaning weight affected by the milk production of a calf’s dam. This is 
not a prediction of actual ponds of milk produced.  

STAYABILITY (STAY): The chance a heifer will remain in the herd as a productive cow until at least six 
years of age. The higher Igenity score will indicate a greater percentage increase in stayability.  

PERFORMANCE TRAITS 

AVERAGE DAILY GAIN (ADG): Based on the pounds of gain per day. The Igenity score for ADG identi-
fies an animal’s genetic potential for post-weaning growth.   

RESIDUAL FEED INTAKE (RFI): This measure is an indicator of feed efficiency. It is the difference in ani-
mal’s daily consumption of feed to achieve the same level of daily gain. Lower RFI equals greater feed effi-
ciency.  

WEANING WEIGHT (WWT): Pounds at age of 205 days. 

YEARLING WEIGHT (YWT): Pounds at age of 365 days. 

CARCASE TRAITS 

HOT CARCASE WEIGHT (HCW/CWT): Hot carcase weight is the hot or un-chilled weight of the carcase 
after slaughter and the removal of the head, hide, intestinal tract and internal organs.  

FAT THICKNESS (FAT): Fat thickness is scored as depth of fat in inches over the rib eye muscle at the 
12th rib. Higher thickness scores equate to a lower lean yield. 

RIB EYE AREA (REA): Rib eye area estimates muscling in beef carcase, and it’s measured inches of the 
rib eye at the 12th rib.  

TENDERNESS (TEND/TNDR): Animal’s genetic potential for carcase tenderness (measured by Warner-
Bratzler shear force test). A higher Igenity score indicates greater tenderness.  

USDA MARBLING (MARB/MRB): Marbling score indicates the degree of marbling in the rib eye at the 
12th rib expressed in USDA marbling units.  








